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can, but it ended in the defeat of those by "whom it CHAP.XXVI.
was undertaken, and their return to their retreat in      "~*
the British dominions*   To exonerate the British
government from the suspicion of participating in
these attempt*), or of affording them any degree of
encouragement, another mission "was determined on,
and Captain Canning was dispatched to Ava to
atlbrd explanation,   The British envoy, however,
did not reach the place of his destined duties.   He
was unable to proceed beyond Rangoon, and, after
being exposed to much both of insult and danger,
returned to Bengal   Tho Company's government
thou took active measure** for preventing a recur-
rence of any hontilo oxourwons from its territories
into thorn,) occupied by the Burmese; but the re-
ftmal to give up the parties "who had been engaged
in theme which had previously taken place was re-
garded by the court of Ava as an unpardonable
oftbnee*   After an interval of two years* tranquillity
on the frontier, tho nurrendor of these persons was
formally demanded in a letter addressed by the
liijah of Itamreo to the magistrate of Chittagong*
The Marquis of Hastings thereupon addressed a
letter to the Burmese sovereign, explaining that the
British government could not, without a violation of
the principles of justice, deliver up those who had
nought its protection; that tho existing tranquillity,
and tho Improbability of the renewal of disturbances,
rendered the demand particularly unseasonable; and
that whilst tho vigilance of the British officers should
bo directed to prevent and punish any enterprise